Cross-referencing these burials with local newspapers for reports of 1
Coroners Inquests we found articles relating to three of the four
deaths.

high price and an appalling health and safety record compared with
today’s standard.

| The Marriage Records for the parish show occupations relating to
John ]uhmun1 54 . . | the railway around the time of construction. However, it is not clear
Another Inquisition was taken at Leir on the 30" insi. on the whether both parties were long-term residents of Leire or whether
body of John Johnson, who was unfortunately killed by ' there was a change in occupations but romance may well have

tripping against a hard piece of clay and falling across the } blossomed by virtue of an increase in navvies in the parish!
iron rails on the Midland Counties Line when a wagon, I
loaded with earth, ran over his body. He was employed as When [ Fameand [Age [ Condiice | Wb | Remdenco | Felbes | Ramhor
driver upon the line. Verdict 'Accidental Death' ﬁ:m‘ Bk g vl g ey
Ot Jexemish F Hachelor Plata Layer | Lawrn Willism Birick.
Henry Palmer (alias Green) 1833 | Potion ! (Rail oad] | Foam maker
Another inquest was held on Thursday last, before the same 4= (e o gl om0
coroner, on the body of Henry Green, a railway labourer, 13 0k | Joscph 15 | Gachelor | Labours Leire Wihard | Farmer
who met with his death while at work on the Midland BT B il e e s
Counties line, near Leir, by one of the gang waggons ’ Smih Kaiter . Seith
accidentally passing over his body. The unfortunate man S i U o :ﬁ?:ﬂ Lo At Lakcmrry
was about 21 years of age and came from the neighbourhood Mary 19 | Gpiter | Framework | Laicn Semed | Labourer
of Coventry. Verdict 'Accidental Death’ i &8 -
15" Greorge 15 | Bachalor | Lahourer Leirn Jareesa Tabourer
Joseph Riley m Wats (Rail Rod) Wt
Another Railway Accident - Another Inquest was held Eally T | Sposa | Frammeak | Lem Gorge |-
before Mr. Gregory, on Monday last, on the body of Joseph T h:.’} = Kaitter o :;
Riley, about 19 years of age, who was accidentally killed by May Bierwer (il Fioad) Prewrer
one of the gang wagons running over him on the Midland T, - - = _ W
Counties Railway, near to Broughton Astley, on Saturday i ﬂ s Pl ol -l
last. Soon after the unfortunate circumstance the deceased i haly Willin | 12 | Bachder | Labourer Leir Willism | Labourar
i : 3 i Hail Emith
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t an hour after his amval he expired. Verdict o Kt : - ek
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No death is ever cheerful but these are particularly sad, especially as b e k™ == e
they were so young. It is also worth a moment of thought in that if * Mut A erroe was e on the weling of 7 May, unisble 1o rrad cormment
the 4 deaths recorded in the parish for the 1 mile, 2 furlongs and 8 ol Bl B ol R i i [ O i
chains of railway is a representative sample then for the whole TmcTon | 19 | Spmstar Laire 119.,1, Woal
development of the line around 200 deaths would have occurred. A L Dowchioy
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